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David Wright - Queen’s University 
Host Committee 

Queen’s University Campus Security is 
proud to be hosting the OACUSA Spring 

Conference 2009.  Our  organizing com-

mittee is hard at work planning an 

agenda that is sure to provide a valuable 

experience for everyone who attends.  
Mark these dates in your calendar: 

May 12, 13 and 14 th 

 
Four Points by Sheraton 

285 Kings St. East 
Kingston, Ontario 

K7L 3B1 
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You’ll notice that we have broken from 

tradition by scheduling the spring         
conference on a Tuesday to Thursday.  

The hope is that by wrapping up on a 

Thursday, we’ll be able to keep the vast 

majority of travellers off of the highways 

on the Friday of the Victoria Day week-
end. 

We are still piecing together the fine    

details for our agenda but it’s already 

shaping up to be an informative and     

exciting line-up.  We have a fantastic 

speaker who will challenge our            
perceptions and the labels that we apply 

in cases of domestic violence.  Dave 

Franklin  is retired after a career with the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police for over 
34 years.  He’s a dynamic speaker who 

will deliver his material in a way that you 

won’t soon forget.  His presentation,     

entitled “Relationship Terrorism” has 
been delivered to a number of Interna-
tional Conferences and organizations.  

Nationally, he has done many             

presentations to Universities and          

Colleges throughout Canada. He has 
                                 Continued — page 2�

SPRING CONFERENCE — “SPRING IN KINGSTON”  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - Rod Curran  
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¨ President  -      
               Rod Curran 

¨ Vice President  -  
          Claude Giroux 

¨ Secretary -      
              Robin Begin 

¨ Treasurer -   
           Alan Hayward 
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 CONFERENCE - “ Spring in Kingston” —  cont’d from page 1  

presented at the Northern Aboriginal   

Alternative Justice Conference held in 

The Pas, Manitoba and the Superior 
Court Judges Conference in Winnipeg, 

Manitoba.  He presented to the         

International Organization for Victims’ 

Assistance (NOVA) conference, in   
Edmonton, Alberta and has been     

extensively involved in ‘training the 

trainers’ for police forces all across 

Ontario, as well as doing many       

presentations for victims’ assistance 
sections throughout Ontario and other 

regions of Canada.  In fact, Dave’s 

presentation has been received very 

positively to a variety of professional 

groups and has been described as not 
only informative but highly motivational 

as well. 

For those of you who are familiar with 

the City of Kingston, you know that we 

have a Downtown area that is          
particularly attractive and friendly and 

that lends itself to sightseeing.  Our 

Hotel is located in the heart of this   

historic area and we’ll have no      
shortage of entertaining gathering 

places to choose from where we can 

connect and refresh following a long 

day of conference sessions.  

Our planning committee will continue 
to push ahead in preparing a           
conference that will be informative, 
useful and enjoyable.  Make sure that 
you plan to attend so that you can    
enjoy all that Kingston has to offer��

More information to come in 2009 
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DEVELOPING COOPERATIVE PARTNERSHIPS IN EMERGENCY PL ANNING  
by:  Chris Zelezney, University of Windsor 
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DEVELOPING COOPERATIVE PARTNERSHIPS IN EMERGENCY PL ANNING — Con’t 
by:  Chris Zelezney, University of Windsor 

2009 SPRING CONFERENCE 
KINGSTON   

May  12, 13, 14�
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2009 FALL CONFERENCE 
Date — TBD 

Hosted by York University 

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS  
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On November 20, 2008 the  

London Police Services Board  
granted approval for  
Fanshawe College  

to receive  
Special Constable status  

from the Ministry 

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS     

Ed Pimental and his teamEd Pimental and his team�

�

· Dan Anderson 

· University of Waterloo 

· Chris Goss 

· University of Waterloo 

· Don Willis 

· Conestoga College 
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“FIRST TIMER”  
 by:  Warren Recoskie, Trent University 

Greetings OACUSA members! I hope that everyone 
who attended the conference had a safe trip home. 
For some of us, it was quite a long journey. For those 
of you that I did not get acquainted with at the Fall 
Conference, let me introduce myself. 

I have been a member of Trent University Campus 
Security as a Security Guard since May of 2005. In 
that time, I have had a number of positions and    
responsibilities which include Walkhome Program 
Liaison and Coach “Officer”. Some of you may know 
my Superiors. Currently, the Security Supervisor at 
Trent is Georgette Mackenzie and our Director of 
Risk Management is Louise Fish. I have had the 
pleasure of working closely with both of them and I 
was also fortunate to have Georgette as my coach 
officer when I began my training at Trent. Before I 
began my career at Trent U, I was a Youth         
Counsellor at the Unaliyi Outdoor Therapeutic       
Program in Killaloe, Ontario. 

Before I continue with this article, I wish to extend my 
thanks and appreciation to Claude Giroux and Cathy 
O’Donnell for making me feel welcome at the       
Conference. Louise and Georgette were unable to 
attend, therefore I was sent in their absence. This 
was my very first time attending an OACUSA       
Conference, and I was very impressed with the ex-
perience. 

I did not know what to expect as I began my 5 hour 
journey from Peterborough to Windsor. All I knew 
about the Conference was that it was themed 
“Cultivate Greatness”, and that Louise had stated 
that the content would be of interest to new           
administrators. I was looking forward to this           
professional development opportunity. However, I did 
not look forward to driving when I looked out my      
window and saw blizzard like conditions setting in; 
but I was determined to get to Windsor. 

Upon arriving at the Caesar’s Casino and Hotel, I 
found the hospitality room for a quick meet and greet. 
The room was full of excited people who were 
“talking shop” and getting re-acquainted. This is 
when I met Claude Giroux for the first time. We 
spoke for a while about the Conference and what I 
could expect over the next couple of days. After a 
while, my long day was catching up with me and it 
was time to retire. 

The first day was a great kick off to the conference. 
John McNeil and “Vinny” Faggiano from Bowmac Inc. 
were our presenters for the day and we were focused 
on Incident Command. Both of these gentlemen were 
excellent presenters; driving home critical points of 

the presentation, but still keeping things light with a few 
New York Italian punchlines provided by Vinny.  In the    
afternoon, we got to see them in action as they ran a few of 
the OACUSA members through an Incident Command    
Scenario by using a model town. The members in the     
scenario had all received training from Bowmac Inc. and 
they all switched in and out of the command role. 

The scenario included reports of shots fired and an armed 
individual held up inside of a hotel. As the calls started 
coming in via dispatch (Vinny), it became apparent that 
there were wounded civilians in the area as well. As the 
incident progressed, John McNeil acted as one of the units 
on scene. Between him and Vinny, they put the incident 
commanders through the paces by calling events as they 
unfolded at the scene. Our members seamlessly took there 
turn in command and were able to quickly complete their 
objectives: 

1. Contain the scene by completing the “7 Critical Tasks” 

2. Detain the suspects 

3. Evacuate the wounded 

It was a very successful demonstration. 

The evening was light hearted as we enjoyed our meal at 
Patrick O’Ryans. We were entertained by Sgt. Floyd Porter 
and some of his talented friends as they each took turns 
behind the mic on stage. The atmosphere was almost like a 
celebration. Before the music even started, I heard        
someone singing “New York, New York”, which also caught 
Vinny’s attention. 

On our second day, we were introduced to the 7 Habits for 
Law Enforcement by Lt. Col. (Ret.) Andre Parker from 
Franklin Covey Associates. This was the first time that I’ve 
attended a workshop focusing on the improvement of one’s 
professional and personal life. It was a very informative 
session for administrators and can be used to further      
develop leadership skills. This makes the workshop very 
valuable; as we all know, a good team starts with a great 
leader. 

In the afternoon, we had the opportunity to split off to      
different workshops; of which I attended the Practical      
Solutions for Campus Threat Assessment and               
Management, and the QPR/Suicide Prevention workshops. 

The Risk Assessment workshop was familiar ground for 
me. I’ve had to take part in these types of activities during 
my career. Most notably an investigation I was tasked with 
led to the first Threat Assessment Team under our newly 
formed Risk Management Department. I found Dr. Gene  



�A�

“FIRST TIMER” - Con’t  
 by:  Warren Recoskie, Trent University 
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Deisinger’s presentation to be very informative and interesting; resulting in a reliable resource for assistance in future 
incidents. 

In the years that I have been a Youth Counsellor and Security Guard, I have never attended a Suicide Prevention 
Workshop. Naturally, I jumped at the chance to attend this presentation. In all incidents where I’ve dealt with potentially 
suicidal clients, I’ve always worried about my actions having a negative impact. This workshop diminished my worries 
quite a bit and it was a great confidence booster. Dr. Moshan Beg and Dr. Rosemary Plastow gave an excellent pres-
entation and were eager to answer the questions of our group. The members of our group that  attended the workshop 
now all have another thing in common; we are now QPR Suicide Prevention Gatekeepers. 

On our final day of the Conference, Carleton University presented a Safety Review surrounding the tragic incidents 
that occurred last year. This presentation took everything we had learned over the past two days and really drove the 
point home. As Campus Security officials, this is what we train and prepare for. I would like to thank Carleton’s            
Department of University Safety for sharing this information with us and my hat goes off to such a dedicated and pro-
fessional team. 

As I left Windsor, I felt that I had accomplished quite a bit. Not only did I gain a wealth of knowledge thanks to the infor-
mative workshops, but I was also able to make contacts with other Security Administrators from around the province. I 
was able to compare Trent’s Security Team and its operating procedure’s to those of other Universities and Colleges. I 
also had the pleasure of meeting Cathy O’Donnell, our Herald Editor, who asked me to write this column. 

To all Directors and Managers, it is my hope that when you wish to bring someone new to an OACUSA conference, 
please give them this article to read so that they may gain some insight through another “First-Timer’s” eyes. 

To all of my colleagues who I met at the conference, and to the rest of our OACUSA members, I hope to see all of you 
again in the near future. 

Warren Recoskie — warrenrecoskie@trentu.ca 
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